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Why Is Public Health
Controversial?
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Every adult individual is responsible for his or her life.

Justice vs. Justice Minimal obligation to the common good.
Peerae B““h‘sgd :ﬁf:”y““d be According to social justice: everyone has the
* Leave people dore to be mesters  Spread justly . .. . .
o their desirics . doud Fae: fund?mental right tg minimal levels of income, basic
& o housing, and education.

Ex: Smoking is a voluntary
behavior and people must deal * Govemmenta cortrd to ensure

with consequences

Ex: Fluoridation of county water systems

Market Justice vs. Socid Justice “Soidl e in the CECD —
How Do Courtries Corrpare?”

Individual /\ /\Basicrights
responsibility

Where does Anerica stand in this belance?

Are we foousing on the conmron good o
indvidud responsibility ?
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This corresponds to picture on right: Columns/How The United States ranked in the bottom five in Overall
Measured: Score, Poverty Prevention, Poverty Rate,

Child Poverty Rate, Senior Citizen Poverty Rate, OECD (Organization for Economic Cooperation &
Income Inequality, Pre-primary education, Health Development) Countries

Rating



Wt do you thirk?

* Do you agree that the philosophy of sodd justice
is preferadle to the philosophy of market justioe?

* Which is likdly to lead to gredter inproverrents in
public hedth?

Sources of Controversy
* Boonomic inpact
* Indvidd liberty
* Mod ad religous concems
* Pdiitics vs. sdenoe

Economic Impact

* Businesses dften resist public hedth measures because
they affet profits

+ Those who must pay mey nat be the ones who benfit

* Costs may be shat-term, while benfits ey be long-
tem
______ easiar to cdadde then

Industries usually resist change because of the impact
of upfront cost associated.

Cost of a vaccine is short-term but long-term benefit.
Harder to calculate these benefits, but possible.



Individual Liberty

In the U.S., peopde have the freedom to diive wherever

Do they have freedom to enjoy a codkal while
they dive? Wy nat?

Can pegde under 15 years dd get behind the
whed? Why mat?

Individual Liberty

When Can Govemnment Restrict Individuid Freedom?
— iy to prevert ham to athers
— To praotedt minors

* Commmon Good - controversid

Individual behavior affects public health

Libertarian: ex: Drinking is allowed but no drinking
and driving; tobacco use is allowed but not in
restaurants

Paternalism: ex: Setting the drinking age to 21; can’t
buy tobacco until 18;

Common good ex: requiring seat belt use, requiring
helmet use on motorcycles, prohibiting the use of

many drugs

VS.

in the population

* Acohd and drugs

* Assisted sudde ad
oher end-oflife
dedsions (i.e., living
will)

Everyone should have a living will (states your desires for or
rejection of specific medical care) and designate a power of
attorney (person responsible for health decisions for you)

as a whole

Behaviors that deal with moral & religious issues
affect public health

Sex and reproduction
*Problems -
*PH solutions —

Drug use

*Problems — hepatitis C causes liver diseases and
cancer, HIV/AIDS (including pediatric), heart disease
(cocaine, amphetamines, steroids), MV accidents

*PH solutions — may include needle exchange, safer IV
drug use education

Does government have right to say how and when a
person should die?



VOTE Politics vs. Science

2. 0.0.6.6

Science
+ Sdentific evidence may lack pdlitica bading
* Gods o pditics and sdentific findngs do nat
dways condde

When has the line been crossed?

* How far do you believe govemment &
commnities shoud go to address pubic hedth
problens?

Read in Book

+ Use textbook to review nates

+ 20% of quz questions will come from textbook
materid NOT covered in the notes

Can occur when scientific advisory committees are
stacked with advocates (industry or a particular
cause) rather than scientists

*Ex: developers on environmental committees,
industry representatives on Childhood Lead Poisoning
Prevention committee

Here’s a little sneak peak of the Tragedy of the
Commons

eIndividuals may profit as a group by limiting each
person’s freedoms

*Exemplified in many environmental laws

*Read more in your textbook!



