
Action Verbs used to Write Basic Objectives 

Created by COPH Office of Educational Technology 

 
Performance:  
(Cognitive) 
Knowledge 

 List 
 Define 
 Tell/State 
 Describe 
 Identify 
 Show 
 Label 
 Collect 
 Tabulate 
 Quote 
 Name 
 Recognize 
 Recall 
 Memorize 
 Select 
 Recognize 
 Enumerate 
 Record 
 Match 
 Read/View 

 
 

Comprehension 
 Summarize 
 Describe 
 Interpret 
 Associate 
 Distinguish 
 Estimate 
 Differentiate 
 Discuss (rehash) 
 Extend 
 Translate 
 Convert 
 Indicate 
 Classify 
 Paraphrase 

 
* understands goes 
here, but not very 
descriptive 

Application 
 Apply 
 Demonstrate 
 Calculate 
 Complete 
 Illustrate 
 Show 
 Solve 
 Examine 
 Modify 
 Relate 
 Change 
 Classify 
 Experiment 
 Discover 
 Prepare 
 Operate 
 Conduct 

 
 

Analysis 
 Analyze 
 Separate 
 Explain 
 Connect 
 Divide 
 Arrange 
 Compare 
 Explain 
 Infer 
’Weed out’ 
 Estimate 
 Dissect 
 ‘Break  

       down’ 
 Discuss  
 Research 

 
 
 

Synthesis 
 Combine 
 Integrate 
 Modify 
 Rearrange 
 Substitute 
 Plan 
 Create 
 Design 
 Invent 
 Compose 
 Formulate 
 Prepare 
 Generalize 
 Rewrite 
 Argue 
 Write (new 
 Produce 
 Theorize 
 Incorporate   

 
 

Evaluation 
 Assess  
 Decide 
 Rank 
 Grade 
 Test 
 Measure 
 Recommend 
 Convince 
 Judge 
 Explain 
 Discriminate 
 Support 
 Conclude 
 Summarize 
 Appraise 
 Evaluate 
 Contrast 
 Compare 
 Criticize 
 Support 
 Prioritize 

Performance: (Attitude) 
Receive Phenomena 

 become aware 
 chooses 

 
 

Respond Phenomena 
 asks 
 complies 
 greets 
 participates 
 practices 

Value 
 initiates 
 invites 
 joins 
 shares 
 proposes 

Organize Values 
 adheres 
 alters 
 integrates 
 completes 

Internalize Value 
 acts upon 
 listens (willingly) 
 influences others 

 

Performance: (Psychomotor) 
Perception 

 choose 
 select 
 pick out 

Ready to act 
 begin 
 prepare 
 volunteer 

Respond 
 copy 
 trace 
 follow 
 reproduce 

Mechanism 
 assemble 
 calibrate 
 lift/load 
 type 

Adaptation 
 adapt 
 alter 
 modify 
 change 

Originate 
 compose 
 construct 
 design/develop 
 create (new) 

 


